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SUBJECT: EXPANSION OF UPINGTON AIRPORT 

REFERENCE: A: CAPE TOWN 767 (NOTAL) 

B: CAPE TOWN A- 106 (NOTAL) 

1. REF (A) WHICH BEING REPEATED TO DEPARTMENT, CONCERNS SAG PLANS 
TO DEVELOP AIRPORT TO HANDLE 747’S ON TECHNICAL STOPS. 

2. DIRECTOR OF CIVIL AVIATION (DU TOIT) TOLD US AUG 26 THAT SAG 

IS NOT PLANNING TO INSTALL NAVIGATIONAL AIDS AT UPINGTON. WEATHER 
IS SELDOM A PROBLEM AND ALL FLIGHTS WILL BE IN DAYLIGHT. 

3. HE DESCRIBED UPINGTON AS AN "INSURANCE POLICY." IF SAL ISLAND 

AND/OR LAS PALMAS REMAIN AVAILABLE SAA DOES NOT EXPECT TO USE UPINGTON. 
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HE SAID POLITICAL CLIMATE IN CAPE VERDES REMAINS GOOD FROM SA POINT 
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OF VIEW BUT FUTURE UNPREDICTABLE. AS TO LAS PALMAS, SPANIARDS 
TRYING TO USE LANDING RIGHTS AS LEVER TO EXTRACT CONCESSIONS ON 
SUCH UNRELATED USSUES AS FISHING RIGHTS AND SPANISH MEMBERSHIP 
IN SA/EUROPE SHIPPING CONFERENCE. 

4. UPINGTON WILL GIVE SAA OPTION OF FLYING NON-STOP TO EUROPE 
WITH 747 SP'S OR WITH PRESENT 747'S AFTER MODIFICATION. 

(MODIFICATION OF TWO PLANES COMPLETED). DUTOIT ALSO SAID SP'S 
COULD DO UPINGTON/NEW YORK NON-STOP IF NECESSARY. 

5. IF USED, UPINGTON WILL BE TECHNICAL STOP ONLY AND ONLY ON THE 
NORTHBOUND LEG. DU TOIT SAYS THAT "EVEN THE MP FOR UPINGTON" WILL 
HAVE TO CATCH FLIGHT AT JAN SMUTS AIRPORT, JOHANNESBURG. 

6. DU TOIT SAID SAA VERY INTERESTED IN ASCENSION ISLAND. HE IMPLIED 
THAT SAG OR SAA HAVE DISCUSSED ASCENSION WITH HMG AT VARIOUS TIMES 
BUT BRITISH ALWAYS REPLY "IT'S UP TO THE AMERICANS". HE SAID THAT 
EVERY TIME BRITISH GET NERVOUS ABOUT POSSIBLE ACTION BY KENYA TO 
DENY USE NAIROBI FOR REFUELING OF BA FLIGHTS TO SA THE BRITISH 

ASK INFORMALLY ABOUT USING WINDHOEK. SAG RESPONSE, SAID DU TOIT, 

IS NON-COMMITTAL BUT WITH REITERATION THEIR INTEREST IN ASCENSION. 

7. WE HAVE COVERED ASCENSION SITUATION IN PAST WITH DU TOIT 
AS WE HAVE ALSO WITH PIENAAR, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF SAA. 

BOWDLER 
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